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AUIS - Mission Statement
It is the objective of the University to 
produce graduates of responsible 
character with the necessary knowledge 
and skills for professional and national 
leadership. Students will be prepared for 
successful careers in a modern, pluralistic 
society and a global environment. The 
educational programs of the University 
will be designed to develop strength in 
critical thinking, the ability to communicate 
well, a strong work ethic, good citizenship 
and personal integrity. Broad-based 
education, rooted in the American liberal 
arts tradition, as well as skill development 
will be achieved at the University through 
teaching excellence, quality scholarship, 
and caring student services.
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Founding:
In 2006, Dr. Barham Salih set out to establish a not-for-profit 
institution dedicated to providing a comprehensive liberal arts 
education for the benefit of Kurdistan, Iraq and the wider region. 
This new university would be designed to develop strength in 
critical thinking, the ability to communicate well, a strong work 
ethic, good citizenship and personal integrity.

With support from the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), 
the US Embassy in Baghdad and private sector companies, 
the founder, aided by a group of prominent and forward-
thinking individuals, created an institution not only innovative 
in its teaching methodology, but also unique in its role as an 
establishment of learning unaffected by sectarian divides and 
affiliations.



As a non-profit institution for public benefit, the American 
University of Iraq, Sulaimani (AUIS) has always been dependent 
on the contributions of individuals and organizations to 
offer high-quality education with a regional impact. AUIS 
owes much of its success to its early supporters, including its 
distinguished Board of Regents, particularly former President 
of Iraq Jalal Talabani, former Vice President of Iraq Adil Abdul-
Mahdi, Prime Minister of Kurdistan Regional Government 
Nechirvan Barzani and former US Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay 
Khalilzad. Their efforts, combined with key donations from the 
governments of the Kurdistan Region, United States and Italy 
along with international and local private sector companies, 
facilitated the institution’s rapid development.



 Expanding Infrastructure: 
Upon opening, AUIS was located on a smaller campus in the 
heart of the city and had one administrative building and a dozen 
movable classrooms. The campus also housed the Twin Rivers 
Institute, a program funded by the Italian Government to conduct 
environmental science research in Iraq. In 2011, the University 
moved to its new 169-hectare (418 acres) campus. The new marble 
and glass campus, situated on a hill overlooking the city, was 
designed with AUIS’s long-term plan in mind, and will be able to 
accommodate the continuous growth of the student body and the 
demand for wide-ranging educational opportunities.



The grounds include an academic building with lecture halls, 
classrooms, conference rooms and faculty offices; an administrative 
building for staff offices, classrooms, a cafeteria and modern 
conference facilities; as well as two basketball courts, a soccer 
field and a 400-bed residence hall. In 2011, AUIS received $30 
million in capacity-building support from Afren Plc to continue 
developing the University’s overall infrastructure and, in particular, 
a petroleum engineering program. In late 2012, the international 
oil company Genel Energy donated $20 million to support the 
University’s general operating budget. 

In the fall of 2013, the University was able to complete an 
additional academic building that provides students and faculty 
members with high-quality lab facilities and equipment. Funding 
for the building was made possible by the Italian Government and 
AUIS trustee and Goldman Prize recipient Dr. Azzam Alwash, 
who facilitated the donation. The University’s expansion was not 
limited to its infrastructure alone. AUIS strengthened its academic 
programs in tandem with building new facilities. 



Developing Academic Programs:
The American University of Iraq, Sulaimani welcomed its first 
cohort of 10 students in 2007. In its second year, AUIS had 
enrolled 45 students from across Iraq and offered undergraduate 
degrees in Business Administration, Information Technology 
and International Studies. By the end of the 2009-10 academic 
year, more than 500 students were enrolled in its undergraduate 
programs. 

Since its founding, AUIS has bolstered its academic offerings to 
include majors in Engineering, English Literature and Journalism. 
All students at the University, regardless of their major, take core 
courses in the humanities and sciences. The requirements of every 
major program are balanced by multi-disciplinary core courses, 
grounded in the liberal arts. These courses foster self-reliant 
thinking, creativity, familiarity with the great ideas of the human 
tradition and a greater knowledge of the world. This commitment 
to the liberal arts provides an alternative to the memorization and 
repetition style of teaching common in Iraq and the Middle East. 



In addition to its undergraduate programs, the University 
also offers a Master of Business Administration that has 
been accredited by the Kurdistan Regional Government as a 
professional program. This program allows graduates and working 
professionals to specialize in leadership, finance and project 
management and thereby sharpen their strategic and leadership 
skills, learn negotiation dynamics and develop a global mindset. 

The University has received recognition by the KRG’s Ministry 
of Higher Education and Scientific Research in 2011 as the 
number one private university in Iraqi Kurdistan. The University’s 
academic programs continue to attract high-achieving students 
from across the country.



Improving Administration: 
With the aim of continuously improving all aspects of 
administration, the University reconstituted its Board of Trustees 
in September 2012 to include leading experts on university 
governance and other distinguished personalities. The board 
provides prudent guidance to the University and is a self-
perpetuating body that maintains oversight of the management 
and operations of the University.  

The 2012-13 academic year brought even more growth for AUIS 
as the Admissions Office enrolled the largest class to date that 
year, comprised of 350 talented students. In September of that 
year, AUIS received a large donation from the KRG that enabled 
it to create the 2013 KRG Academic Excellence Scholarship 
to support bright students with full merit scholarships. The 
University has also been able to fund similar scholarship 
programs for high-performing students through other 
donations.



Encouraging Student Activities: 
As the University expanded, so too did its extracurricular programs 
and activities. Many AUIS students are engaged in volunteering, 
community outreach, internships, athletics and the creative arts. 
The University has men’s and women’s sports teams in basketball 
and soccer and more than 20 student-sponsored clubs and 
associations, including an internationally competitive debate 
society, Model United Nations, Shakespeare troupe and Green Club. 

AUIS is also home to the nation’s first and only independent student 
newspaper, the Voice, founded in 2011. AUIS students have also 
participated in various international competitions and conferences, 
such as the Hult Global Case Challenge, Microsoft Imagine Cup, 
and Iraqi Young Leaders Exchange Program. 

The University takes its obligation to develop leaders seriously and 
has partnered with international and local organizations such as the 
United Nations Development Programme and the Iraq Foundation 
to host leadership training programs on campus. The AUIS motto 
is “Learn today, lead tomorrow” and the University provides the 
space and support for student activities that encourage initiative, 
creativity, service to community and leadership.



Promoting Research:
   
The American University of Iraq, Sulaimani promotes research in 
the region. In its old campus, it housed the Twin Rivers Institute 
along with the Study of Ancient Mesopotamia, the Center for 
Regional Studies, and the Center for Peace and Security Studies, 
founded in 2010. 

After the University’s highly anticipated move to its new campus 
in Raparin, AUIS held its first international conference, “Liberty, 
Democracy, and New Realities in the Middle East and North 
Africa,” where participants presented original research to an 
audience of AUIS students and faculty members as well as business 
leaders, civil society activists and government officials. 

By the beginning of 2013, the University had launched a new 
research center, the Institute of Regional and International 
Studies (IRIS). IRIS continues the legacy of the Study of Ancient 
Mesopotamia, the Center for Regional Studies, and the Center 
for Peace and Security Studies and has become a leading hub 



for research, dialogue and expertise on topics such as energy 
studies, regional geopolitics, security, economic development and 
gender. In March 2013, IRIS held its first annual Sulaimani Forum, 
which convened scholars, experts, practitioners and high-ranking 
policymakers from around the region and the world to discuss the 
“The Changing Geopolitics of the Middle East.” The second forum, 
“Navigating Challenges in the Middle East,” took place in March 
2014 and focused on the geopolitical dynamics in Iraq, Syria, Iran 
and Turkey in addition to security, energy, water and economic 
development in the region. 

By providing research fellowships, IRIS supports advanced academic 
research in the region. IRIS fellows are encouraged to teach during 
the intensive Winter and Summer Terms on topics pertinent to the 
Institute’s activities to involve AUIS students in the study of the 
complex geopolitics of the Middle East.  



Creating Committed Graduates: 
The cadre of AUIS alumni are a distinct point of pride for 
the University. In June 2012, the University held its first 
commencement ceremony and 37 students, including the 
University’s first cohort of 10 students were awarded Bachelor 
degrees in Business Administration, Information Technology and 
International Studies. An additional 37 students received a degree 
in Master of Business Administration. 

AUIS hosted its second annual commencement ceremony in May 
2013 before an audience of nearly one thousand family members, 
guests and friends. The Prime Minister of the Kurdistan Regional 
Government Nechirvan Barzani was a featured speaker. Fifty-
four students received Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science 
degrees in Business Administration, Information Technology 
and International Studies. According to a 2013 survey, more than 
90% of AUIS’s alumni are employed by the region’s top private 
companies or pursue advanced degrees at prestigious universities 
in the US and Europe. The University’s mission is to continue 
providing students and alumni with quality education and services. 
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